Congenital absence of pericardium: an unusual cause of atypical angina.
Congenital defects of the pericardium are unusual. Patients may experience exertional chest pain, cardiac arrhythmias, syncope, sudden death, or incarceration of myocardium, or they may be entirely asymptomatic. We describe the case of a symptomatic pericardial herniation diagnosed by echocardiography and confirmed by cineangiography. Successful repair was accomplished using a polytetrafluoroethylene soft-tissue prosthesis.